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Civil Rights - Day 5
Monday, May 12
Entrance task: Look at this 
photograph: What's 
happening and why? Who 
is there? What's the tone?
Today: Politics and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Homework: Review

July 3, 1964
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Civil Rights Act - 1964
* Originally proposed by Pres. Kennedy, 
   it was championed by Pres. Johnson

Southern Democrats: 1–20   (5–95%) 
Southern Republicans: 0–1   (0–100%) 
Northern Democrats: 45–1   (98–2%) 
Northern Republicans: 27–5   (84–16%)

The Senate vote showed that 
sectionalism still existed:

House                 Senate
289-126            71-29
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Alabama Gov. George Wallace

1963 Inaugural speech:
"In the name of the greatest people that 
have ever trod this earth, I draw the line in 
the dust and toss the gauntlet before the 
feet of tyranny, and I say segregation now, 
segregation tomorrow, segregation 
forever."

Stand in the Schoolhouse Door
University of Alabama

June 1963
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"The President wants us to 
surrender this state to 
Martin Luther King and his 
group of pro-communists 
who have instituted these 
demonstrations."

In 1968, he ran for president on 
his own American Independent 
Party ticket, winning nearly 10 
million votes, about 13 percent 
of the total, in a campaign in 
which he vilified blacks, 
students and people who called 
for an end to the war in 
Vietnam. He carried five 
Southern states and won 46 
electoral votes
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July 4, 1964
* His response to the 
  Civil Rights Act:

"The Civil Rights 
Movement: Fraud, 

Sham, & Hoax" 

Aristotle's Three Appeals 
Ethos           Logos Pathos

Speaker appeals to 
the reader's sense of 
fairness and relies on 
statements dealing 
with fairness, morals, 
and ethics. The 
speaker's character is a 
factor as well as what 
is said. 

Speaker appeals to 
the reader's sense of 
logic and reason and 
presents ideas in ways 
that most people 
would find reasonable 
and convincing. 

Speaker uses language 
that appeals to the 
reader's emotions, such 
as anger, pity, joy, fear 
acceptance, etc.
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Comparison of three key speeches from the period.

1. Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream"

2. George Wallace - "Fraud, Sham, &  Hoax"

3. Robert F. Kennedy - Death of MKL Jr. 

Highlight inflammatory and emotional words and 
phrases, and consider the appeal of each
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Robert F. Kennedy – Speech announcing Martin Luther King’s assassination,  April 4, 1968

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I'm only going to talk to you just for a minute or so this evening, because I have some -- some very sad 
news for all of you -- Could you lower those signs, please? -- I have some very sad news for all of you, and, 
I think, sad news for all of our fellow citizens, and people who love peace all over the world; and that is that 
Martin Luther King was shot and was killed tonight in Memphis, Tennessee.

Martin Luther King dedicated his life to love and to justice between fellow human beings. He died in the 
cause of that effort. In this difficult day, in this difficult time for the United States, it's perhaps well to ask 
what kind of a nation we are and what direction we want to move in. For those of you who are black -- 
considering the evidence evidently is that there were white people who were responsible -- you can be 
filled with bitterness, and with hatred, and a desire for revenge.

We can move in that direction as a country, in greater polarization -- black people amongst blacks, and 
white amongst whites, filled with hatred toward one another. Or we can make an effort, as Martin Luther 
King did, to understand, and to comprehend, and replace that violence, that stain of bloodshed that has 
spread across our land, with an effort to understand, compassion, and love.

For those of you who are black and are tempted to fill with -- be filled with hatred and mistrust of the 
injustice of such an act, against all white people, I would only say that I can also feel in my own heart the 
same kind of feeling. I had a member of my family killed, but he was killed by a white man.

But we have to make an effort in the United States. We have to make an effort to understand, to get 
beyond, or go beyond these rather difficult times.

What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is not hatred; what we 
need in the United States is not violence and lawlessness, but is love, and wisdom, and compassion 
toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still suffer within our country, whether they be 
white or whether they be black.

So I ask you tonight to return home, to say a prayer for the family of Martin Luther King -- yeah, it's true -- 
but more importantly to say a prayer for our own country, which all of us love -- a prayer for understanding 
and that compassion of which I spoke.

We can do well in this country. We will have difficult times. We've had difficult times in the past, but we -- 
and we will have difficult times in the future. It is not the end of violence; it is not the end of lawlessness; 
and it's not the end of disorder.

But the vast majority of white people and the vast majority of black people in this country want to live 
together, want to improve the quality of our life, and want justice for all human beings that abide in our land.

And let's dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so many years ago: to tame the savageness of man 
and make gentle the life of this world. Let us dedicate ourselves to that, and say a prayer for our country 
and for our people.

Thank you very much.
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Civil Rights - Day 5
Monday, May 12

Homework: Complete 
matrix on the three 
speeches
Ch. 29-4 due Wednesday
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